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Ibong Adarna 

Star Theater, Star City 
V.Sotto cor. M. Jalandoni Sts. 

CCP Complex, Pasay City 
'^Oct. 7 ®872-0261 

SM Supermalls, Alabang-Zapote 
Road, Almanza, Las Pinas City 
'^Oct. 14 ®998-5622 

E. Conception: Unprecedented Views 

Ysobel Art Gallery 

Serendra Piazza, Me Kinley Parkway 
Fort Bonifacio Global City,Taguig City 
!^until Oct. 9 ©0928-5071117 

^ysobelartgal lery@yahoo.com 

Mountain Top by Dansoy Coquilla 

Gallery Indigo, BenCab Museum 
6Asin Road,Tuba, Metro Baguio 
^until Oct. 9 ©(074) 442-7165 

^bencabartfoundation@gmail.com 

Mars Ravelo Reinterpreted 

Cultural Center of the Philippines 
Roxas Blvd. cor. Pablo Ocampo Sr. St. 
CCP Complex, Pasay City 

• Exhibition ^until Nov. 13 

• Film Screenings .^Oct. 5 

• Centennial Celebration ^Oct. 9 

• Forum ."i^Oct. 12 

©832-1125 

^ccp.exhibits@gmail.com 

Ballet Manila’s The Swan,The Fairy 
and The Princess 

Star Theater, Star City 
V.Sotto cor. M. Jalandoni Sts. 

CCP Complex, Pasay City 
'i^Oct. 14,15,16 ©891-9999 

Kasibulan’s Ebarotika! 

Sining Kamalig Art Gallery 
Ali Mall 

Gen. McArthur cor.Times Square Aves. 
Araneta Center, Cubao, Quezon City 
.^Oct. 15-Nov. 23 ©912-3771 

^art@worldexperience.ph 

@Ayala Museum 

Makati Avenue cor. De La Rosa St. 
Greenbelt Park, Makati City 

•DesignTalks: Muhon - Traces of an 
Adolescent City by Andy Locsin Jr. 

'i^Oct. 8 

•Tinker Tales: Ang Ilustrador ng 
Kabataan at 25 ^until Oct. 16 
©759-8288 local 25 
^education@ayalamuseum.org 

Jay Yao: Funopticon 

ARCHIVO 1984 Gallery 
2135 Chino Roces Ave. 

Legaspi Village, Makati City 
^until Oct. 22 ©832-6191 

Always Upon A Time, a new musical 

Carlos P. Romulo Auditorium 
RCBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala corner 
Sen. Gil Puyat Aves., Salcedo Village 
Makati City 

'^Oct. 29,30 ©0917-5864177 


Envoy Zhao: China-Philippines ties progressing ‘beautifixlly^ 


Ambassador Zhao Jianhua, 
Beijing’s envoy to Manila, lauded 
the friendly relations between China 
and the Philippines under President 
Rodrigo Duterte. 

In a speech at the embassy 
reception for the 67th anniversary 
of the founding of the People’s 
Republic of China on Sept. 27, 
Zhao said Beijing “firmly supports” 
his anti-drugs campaign that has 
prompted Western condemnation 
of alleged extrajudicial killings. 

Duterte has rejected the criticism, 
including by long-time treaty ally 
the United States, and sought 
closer economic ties with China 
and Russia. 

“The clouds are fading away. 
The sun is rising over the horizon 
and will shine beautifully on the 
new chapter of bilateral relations,” 
Zhao said according to a copy of 


the speech released by the Chinese 
embassy the next day. 

Zhao said Manila and Beijing 
had been engaging in “friendly 
interactions” since Duterte took 
office three months ago. 

This was in stark contrast under 
former president Benigno Aquino, 
whose government lodged a case 
at an international tribunal in 
2013 seeking to nullify Beijing’s 
territorial claims over most of the 
South China Sea. 

The tribunal rejected most of 
China’s claims as well as its extensive 
island-building in disputed waters. 

Duterte has stressed he would 
not risk war by enforcing the 
ruling, preferring quiet diplomacy 
to persuade China to abide by the 
verdict. 

Duterte has responded with 
abusive comments against critics of 


his war on crime, accusing the U.S. 
of “manipulating” the peso, which 
hit a seven-year low to the dollar 
on Sept. 25, and dared investors 
concerned about his crime war to 
leave the Philippines. 

Many market analysts said 
the market was spooked by the 
breakdown in the rule of law: 
Duterte’s anti-drug crackdown 
left more than 3,700 people dead. 
Rights groups claim some of them 
had been summarily executed. 

Zhao said Beijing would provide 
assistance to Manila and cooperate 
with the Duterte administration to 
jointly implement a “bilateral plan 
of action” to crack down on illegal 
drugs. 

Duterte had urged Beijing “to 
control their people and increase 
their focus on criminals” because 
the bulk of illegal drugs in the 


Philippines was allegedly sourced 
from China. 

“Illegal drugs are the enemy of 
all mankind,” Zhao said. “The 
Chinese side fully understands and 
firmly supports the Duterte admin¬ 
istration’s policy that prioritizes the 
fight against drug crimes.” 

He did not elaborate on the 
bilateral plan against drugs. 

Zhao said China was “a staunch 
force in the international campaign 
against drug crimes” and was of 
the belief that “it is the shared 
responsibility of all countries to 
fight against drug-related crimes.” 

China’s Xiamen 
Airlines starts 
Davao flights 

Xiamen Airlines flew 80 pas¬ 
sengers to the Francisco Bangoy 
Airport in Davao City on Sept. 
28, adding to international direct 
flights to this southern gateway. 

A water canon salute greeted the 
jet upon landing, while a Muslim 
dance performance welcomed the 
passengers at the arrival area. 

The Xiamen Air flight is ex¬ 
pected to boost tourism in Presi¬ 
dent Rodrigo Duterte’s hometown. 
China is the city’s fourth largest 
market for tourists. 

“This is something that signi¬ 
fies the interest, bridge the gap 
of cultural differences, but more 
importantly attest to the potential 
of Davao City,” said tourism officer 
Eden David. 

The carrier will again fly the 
Xiamen-Davao flight on Oct. 5. 

Francisco Bangoy Airport also 
gets direct flights from Singapore. 


‘Raise the Red Lantern’ 
to be performed in Manila 

The National Ballet of China will perform the 
internationally acclaimed ballet “Raise the Red Lan¬ 
tern (D D D D D D D )” the Cultural Center of 
the Philippines’ Main Theater in two gala shows on 
Oct. 27 and 28, under the Philippines-China cultural 
exchange agreement. 

The ballet, based on the movie of the same title 
(nominated for an Oscar award in 1991), directed by 
Zhang Yimou and starring Gong Li, tells the story of a 
woman who became the third wife of a feudal patriarch. 

The ballet encompasses classical ballet, kung fu, 
traditional Beijing opera and Chinese folk song in a rich 
and opulent set. Like his movies, Zhang’s ballet stresses 
visual effects. “This is my personal interest,” he said. 

A 101-member group - including dancers, musi¬ 
cians, technical crew and staff - from the National 
Ballet of China will be in Manila to stage the show. 

The counterpart of the exchange will see Ballet 
Philippines performing at the National Theater in 
Beijing in June 2017. 



“Raise the Red Lantern” is presented by the National 
Commission for Culture and the Arts, the Cultural Cen¬ 
ter of the Philippines and the Embassy of the People’s 
Republic of China. 


Mid-Autumn Festival 
Celebration and Chinese 
Media Day. The Chinese 
Filipino Business Club Inc. 
celebrated Mid-Autumn 
Festival and Chinese Media 
Day last Sept. 17 at the 
CFBCI Auditorium, Binondo, 
Manila. The occasion was 
attended by columnists and 
writers from the five Chinese 
newspapers and friends from 
other media entities. Photo 
shows Tu/ay writers with 
CFBC officers. 






















4 I October4-17,2016 | Tulc^ fortnightly 


community 

News 


High-profile inmate killed,3 others injured 


Convicted Chinese kidnapper 
Tony Co was killed in a stabbing 
incident inside the most secured 
Building 14 of the New Bilibid 
Prison on Sept. 28. 

Three other convicts, Peter Co, 
Vicente Sy and Jaybee Sebastian, 
were also wounded. 

Based on Sebastian’s sworn 
affidavit, however, he was alone 
watching the news on television at 
the mess hall of Building 14 when 
suddenly, another inmate, Tomas 
Doniha alias Tom, came up from 
behind him and stabbed him in the 
right side of his chest. 

He said Doniha attempted to 
stab him again in the chest but he 
managed to block and dodge the 
succeeding attacks. 

Sebastian recalled he also heard 
a Chinese, who he did not name, 
asking for mercy in an adjacent 
room. 

Sebastian said a personnel of the 
Special Action Force manning the 
Bilibid arrived and aimed his gun 


at Doniha, prompting Doniha to 
throw his icepick away. 

Two SAF troopers and two 
personnel of the Bureau of 
Corrections then rushed him to the 
hospital, he said. 

Peter Co, on the other hand, 
relayed to a prison guard that 
he was stabbed by Dongail and 
another Filipino inmate. He added 
Dongail was also the one who 
stabbed Sy and Tony Co who died 
as a result. 

Sebastian also said that prior 
to the incident, he was speaking 
to Doniha and Dongail about the 
rumors that he was planning to have 
Dongail’s wife killed. 

But Dongail said Co told him 
Sebastian, and another inmate, 
Hans Tan, were behind the kill 
plot. 

He said Dongail followed the 
three Chinese to their huts while 
Doniha left him alone in the area. A 
few moments after, Doniha attacked 
him. 


President Rodrigo Duterte 
had earlier accused Peter Co of 
running a drug empire from inside 
his prison cell, supplying Manila 
and the main island of Luzon, 
with the help of corrupt officials 
in the previous government. 

He had targeted Bilibid prison 
as one of the hotspots for the drug 
trade and point to Peter Co as the 
country’s biggest drug trafficker. 

The two Cos belong to 
the Commando Gang, which 
Sebastian leads, while Sy was 
once a Commando member who 
transferred to the rival Batang City 
Jail gang. 

Building 14 houses 38 prisoners, 
including the so-called “Bilibid 19” 
or high-profile inmates. 

It was heavily guarded by 
members of the police’s elite Special 
Action Force. 

H ow Tony Co, who was 
convicted for kidnapping Jackie 
Tiu, ended up with the drug lords, 
is still a puzzle. 



Kidnap W\tch 


Collected by Movement for 
Restoration Peace & Order 


KIDNAPPED: Gas station owner 

CLARITA BELISARIO, 57, by 

unidentified armed men, in Lanao 
del Norte, on Sept. 12. 

RELEASED: Indonesian national 
HERMAN BIN MANGGAK, 38, 

in Sulu, on Sept. 18. Manggak, 
captain of a Malaysian fishing 
vessel, along with two of his crew, 
an Indonesian and a Malaysian 
national, were kidnapped in Sabah, 
Malaysia on Aug. 3. The two crew 
members were released earlier. The 
kidnappers originally demanded a 
10,000-ringgit ransom. 

FREED: Sixty-year-old 
businesswoman MARTINA YEE, 
two days after she was taken in 
Indanan, Sulu, on Sept. 21. Yee, 
from Sirawai, Zamboanga del 
Norte was kidnapped by at least six 
armed men on Sept. 19. 


FREED: Indonesian nationals LO¬ 
RENS KOTEN, THEODORES KO- 
PONG and EMMANUEL, in Sulu, 
on Sept. 17. They were kidnapped 
on July 19 in Lahad Datu. 

FREED: Norwegian hostage 
KJARTAN SEKKINGSTAD, 

reportedly after payment of P30- 
million ransom, Barangay Buanza, 
Indanan, Sulu, on Sept. 16. 
Sekkingstad was abducted along 
with Canadians John Ridsdel 
and Robert Hall, and Filipina 
Marites Flor last Sept. 21, 2015 
in Samal Island resort off Davao 
province. Ridsdel and Hall were 
beheaded last April 25 and June 
13, respectively, after failure of 
paying P300-million ransom 
per captive. Flor was freed last 
June 24. 

FREED: Filipino captives DANIE- 
LATARUC and LEVY GONZALES, 

employees of Power City Corp, 
in Sulu, on Sept. 18. The two 
were kidnapped by armed men in 
Barangay Timpook, Patikul town 
on Aug. 6. 
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CHINESE FASTFOOD 

Your health 
is our concern.' 
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650 Ongpin comer Nueva Sts. nr. Binondo Church, Binondo, Manila 
Telephone Nos.: 242-9759 • 242-9758 



Teac her Bal dwin 

2016 Art 
Workshop 

is ongoing! 

fmEmStOium 

522002 

Email: teacher_baldwin@yahoo.com 
Visit: www.facebook.com/baldwin.kho 


24HCXJRS NATIONWICE 5KURITY OPBJATIONS 


PHUPPINE AIRHAVUK 
SECURTIYAGBJCY, INC. 

548 Banawe Street, SMH, Quezon City 
• Security services: office-residential-commercial- 
industrial-hotels-resorts-restaurants-schools- 
hospitals-banks-airports-ports 
• Security survey and planning services 
• Surveillance & background investigation services 
• Security training services 

FOR INQUIRIES^ CALL: 
435-B3& 7U-]68t> 740-3252* 783-5096 
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museum HOURS: TUESDAYS* SUNDAYS 1-5 P.M. 

KfiiiB’Angelo King Herltagn Cnnfnr, 32 Anda corner Cabildo Sireels, Inhamuroa, Manila 
Tal«.: m-mi ■ 527-6D83 Fax: {63-2} 527-6065 EmaEf: lnfo0bahartsEnor.org 

http; wffw.bBliavt8fnoy.org 








































TuIg^ FORTNIGHTLY | October4-17,2016 | 5 


OPINION 


Political bullying at its worst 


are we still call ourselves a civilized nation? 

The way President Rodrigo Duterte is treating Sen. 
Leila de Lima is vile, shameful and condemnable. We don’t 
treat even lowly criminals that way. So what more an elected 
senator and a former secretary of justice who has not even 
been charged with a crime? 

If the administration really has evidence against De Lima, 
not just the tales of convicted criminals serving life sentences, 
then file charges against her and haul her to court by all means. 

But, sad to say, no less than Justice Secretary Vitaliano 
Aguirre II has been abetting Duterte in violating De Lima’s 
right to due process. He and the President have done De 
Lima gross injustice: They have tried, convicted, nailed and 
pilloried the good senator before the whole world, outside 
the legal process. 

Many of our senators and congressmen are no better. They 
who should be honorable exemplars have gone along with the 
filthy tricks and joined the bullying for the sake of politics. 

Whether guilty or not, no woman should be slut-shamed 
like what the government and its allies are doing to De Lima. 
We have mothers, wives, daughters and sisters. What if the 
patriarch treats one of the womenfolk the way President 
Duterte is treating De Lima? How would we feel? 

Let us not allow such indignity and inhumanity to be visited 
upon a fellow human being lest we as a people ultimately lose 
our dignity and humanity. 

Above is my input to a draft of a statement being prepared 
by TOWNS (The Outstanding Women in the Nation’s 
Service). As Tulay closes, more women’s organizations are 
coming out to protest against Duterte’s contemptible abuse 
of his executive powers. 

Love and respect our women 

It is not just women’s organizations which should express 
disgust at the lowlife, disgusting and scathing personal attacks 
against De Lima. We are a civilized people who should not 
tolerate bullying and harassment of our womenfolk. We give 


Gems of History 

By Go Bon Juan 


M y previous column on “Balagtas and Binondo” 
mentioned that Balagtas’ deep immersion in the 
volatile environment of Binondo reached a crucial stage 
during the violent October 1820 massacre. The event must 
have jolted the foundations of his personal convictions and 
impelled what could have been his political epiphany. 

But what is the October 1820 massacre? 

In the history of the Chinese in the Philippines, the 1820 
Binondo massacre is usually referred to as the sixth Chinese 
massacre in the Philippines. In terms of the number of Chinese 
killed, this massacre was the smallest: 85 Chinese. But there 
were foreigners - 50 Europeans - killed as well. 

The sixth Chinese massacre was the only one that occurred 
in Binondo, the previous five massacres having happened in 
the Parian. But the 1820 massacre is the least known and 
least mentioned in history, and seldom explained and nar¬ 
rated in detail. 

We greatly appreciate that Fred Sevilla devoted eight pages 


them our love and respect, for they hold up and sustain more 
than half of the Philippine sky. 

Our women sacrifice the most to hold the family together. 
Our teachers and NGO workers, healthcare providers and 
caregivers, are mostly women. Hence, we are stunned and 
shocked at how President Duterte treats one of our own - with 
no sense of decency or humanity. 

In a statement on Sept. 29, Gabriela Rep. Emmi de Jesus 
said Republic Act 9995 or the Anti-Voyeurism Law penalizes 


Tsinoy Beats & Bytes 

By Teresita Ang See 


acts that aim to annihilate any person’s honor, dignity and 
integrity. 

“No man, woman or child, no matter how justified the 
case is, deserve to be subjected to having one’s private affairs 
exposed,” De Jesus said. 

De Jesus said the law punishes the act of broadcasting, 
through any device, photos, videos or recordings, of sexual 
acts or any similar activities of a person except for the purpose 
of suppressing or prosecuting the crime of photo or video 
voyeurism and upon court order. 

De Jesus added that showing the alleged sex tape of De 
Lima would only muddle the investigation into her alleged 
involvement in the Bilibid drug trade when she was still justice 
secretary. “Showing of the alleged video muddles the issues 
central to the investigations into the links between government 
officials and the drug trade. Congressional hearings should 
focus its probe on the salient pieces of evidence that will point 
to the involvement of drug lords and government officials in the 
illegal drug trade with respect to existing law,” De Jesus said. 

Sen. Grace Poe also said that showing the sex videos is 
illegal. “It will serve no legal and practical purpose as the 
law makes it inadmissible as evidence in any judicial, quasi- 


of Chapter 7, “Manila’s Ferment and Social Unrest,” in his opus 
Poet of the People: Francisco Balagtas and the Roots of Filipino 
Nationalism to this incident. His account can be the considered 
as the best and most comprehensive narration and analysis of 
the October 1820 Binondo massacre. 

To understand what really happened, it is necessary to quote 
lengthily from Sevilla’s work, which in turn quoted lengthily 
from a letter of a witness and related reports. 

In early October 1820, a severe cholera epidemic ravaged Manila. 
In a few days afler the outbreak, several hundred indios were stricken by 
the disease and were “dying like flies. ” Hardest hit were the indio villages 
along Pasig River and the people ofTondo town where Balagtas was then 
residing... 

... The highly contagious disease had spread rapidly through the contami¬ 
nation of the water of Pasig River - the city’s main source of potable water. 

For most city residents, supply of sweet drinking water came from 
upstream from an uninhabited lush watershed fringed by thickly wooded 
river banks toward the town of Pasig, well out of the reach of the saltwater 
tide from Manila Bay. 


judicial, legislative or administrative investigation,” Poe said. 

Sen. Risa Hontiveros echoed that the reported plan to play 
the alleged video was “clearly a case of misogyny. It is terrible. 
I don’t see how the showing of fake sex videos will promote 
the interest of truth and justice,” Hontiveros said. 

Journalist Ceres Doyo quoted Socorro Reyes who said it 
is a violation no less brutal than rape. “It sends a terrifying 
signal that a woman who incurs the ire of the men now in 
power shall be dealt with the same savagery.” 

Speaker of the House Pantaleon Alvarez, sadly but 
expectedly, sees nothing wrong with showing the video in the 
House probe on De Lima’s alleged links to drugs. 

In a rally last Aug. 18, Jean Enriquez, the Philippine 
coordinator of the World March of Women, hit Duterte for 
his sexist harassment of women. “Such attacks by the patriarch 
tries to send the message that anyone who stands in his way 
will be disparaged,” she said. 

Liquidation squad 

As Tulay closes, the CIDG promises to thoroughly probe 
the killing of national penitentiary inmate Tony Co and 
seriously wounding of three other inmates in Building 14 of 
the maximum security area. 

No one is buying into the initial reports that a riot erupted 
in a shabu session inside the building. No one believes that 
several knives and ice-picks could be brought into the prison 
cell. As one of the relatives of the inmates said in an interview 
after the incident: “We cannot even bring cigarettes into the 
compound. We are made to strip down completely naked 
and searched before we are allowed to visit. It is impossible 
that shabu and weapons could be smuggled into the cell.” 

Stories of other inmates, corroborated by one of the 
wounded, high-profile drug lord and inmate Jaybee 
Sebastian, reveal that the victims were deliberately targetted 
to warn them. The whole incident is part of the anti-drugs 
war and the attempt to implicate De Lima in the Bilibid 
mess. 


From that spot, water was drawn and contained in large earthen 
jars aboard canoes that regularly hauled and distributed them to private 
homes andpublic buildings. In the households ofaflfuentand well-to-do 
family, drinking water was purifled by having it permeate through a 
fllter of a special sandstone rock boulder and collecting the droplets in 
tall, humid clay kitchen jugs that also cooled the water. 

Most poor indio villagers who lived along the river banks used no 
such Altering device and were accustomed to drinking the water straight 
from the nearest “clean” source. As a precautionary measure, the corregi- 
dor (military governor) ofTondo immediately issued an advisory to all 
residents to stop using the river water for drinking without first boiling it. 

In months to come until the pestilence gradually subsided, thousands 
of indios, many of them young children, succumbed. To prevent further 
contamination and spread of the disease, their shrouded corpses were 
taken daily by pull carts to a secluded cemetery located midway between 
Arroceros and the town of Paco. They were interred in multitiered rows of 
pigeon-hole graves built into the cemetery’s two high, circularly laid-out, 
concentric Intramuros-like stone walls of about a half-kilometer outer 
circumference — which is now the Paco Park. 

GEMS,^. 6 
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SM Supermalls wins Brand of the Year Award 


Another 
Filipino brand 
has made it to 
the global stage. 

SM Supermalls was awarded 
the prestigious Brand of the Year 
Award during the World Brand¬ 
ing Awards ceremonies held in an 
exclusive black tie gala dinner at 
Kensington Palace in London. 

The World Branding Forum 
recognizes the achievement of some 
of the best brands in the world. The 
awardwas the only one conferred to 
a local brand from the Philippines 
in the Shopping Mall category. 

SM s SVP for Operations Steven 
Tan received the award. 


“We are proud to be recognized 
in the global stage,” Tan said dur¬ 
ing his acceptance speech. “SM is 
a brand that reflects the Filipino 
people’s indomitable spirit of excel¬ 
lence. We resonate because we cele¬ 
brate people’s hopes and aspirations, 
and we bring these a step closer to 
reality. Through our malls, we strive 
to create memorable destinations 
that broaden our shoppers’ experi¬ 
ences, and allow them to participate 
in a greater, global world.” 

World Branding Forum Global 
Chairman Richard Rowles empha¬ 
sized that the objectives of the Fo¬ 
rum “are to advance the standards, 
skills and education of the branding 


community for the good of the 
industry and consumers.” 

“The Awards celebrates the 
achievements of some of the greatest 
brands around the globe. With 70 
percent of the scoring process com¬ 
ing from consumer votes, winning 
brands have managed to build a 
good trust score with their consum¬ 
ers,” said Rowles. 

The selection of winners is de¬ 
termined through brand valuation 
(30 percent), public online voting 
(30 percent), and consumer market 
research (40 percent). The latter 
was conducted through one-on-one 
phone interviews in each country. 

SM Supermalls came out as the 


most exceptional brand in the Phil¬ 
ippines to merit recognition under 
Shopping Mall category, affirming 
the brand’s position as a household 
name in the country. 

World Branding Forum Chief 
Executive Peter Pek emphasized that 

“the quality of.to win.” “The 

quality of brands competing for the 
awards is very high. Winners set the 
standards of what brands need to be 
in order to win.” 

The World Branding Forum is 
a global, non-profit organization 
which aims to advance branding 
standards for the benefit of both 
the branding community and its 


consumers. 
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But as the stoic indios silently mourned 
and buried their dead, word soon went 
around that the epidemic had been caused 
by the criminal act of poisoning the waters 
of Pasig River. The nasty report implicated 
the European expatriates and the other 
foreigners of Binondo and Santa Cruz, 
particularly a visiting French naturalist 
who was undertaking scientific investiga¬ 
tion and was collecting and preserving 
specimens ofi tropical insects, birds and 
other animals. 

Indio misery and griefi turned into 
instant fury, and true to their Malay char¬ 
acter, their instinctive reaction was violent. 

On Oct. 9, between 10 a.m. and 
11 a.m., a cold-bloodedly determined 
mob of male indios, numbering about 
3,000 armed with pikes, bolos and clubs, 
streamed into the town square of Binondo 
and, in a fit ofi insane rage, plundered the 
homes ofi Europeans and other foreigners 
in Binondo and Santa Cruz and slew any 
resident they chanced upon. 

And although the then Gov. Gen. 
Mariano Fernandez de Folgueras (term: 
1816-1822) later sent out troops to the 
scene, the soldiers merely stood by and 
did nothing to check the rampage which 
ended at nigh fall, leaving a wide swath 
of destruction and looting and at least 
50 Europeans dead. Many others were 
injured or taken as hostages and brought 
to Tondo by the indios. Curiously, not a 
single Spaniard was killed nor any Spanish 
home plundered. 

... The indio rampage resumed the fol¬ 
lowing day and this time they plundered 
the Chinese sector of Binondo, killing at 
least 85 Chinese residents. Again, Intra- 
muros troops were called in. But while 
this time Gov. Gen. Folgueras dispatched 
a larger force to make arrests, the indio 



1603 Chinese massacre tableau in Bahay Tsinoy Museum. 


mob quickly dispersed as the troops entered 
Binondo. 

A government committee composed of 
military and civilian officials was formed 
to conduct an investigation ofithe massacres 
which, shortly after hastily gathering data 
and coming up with conflicting findings, 
failed to recommend any definite course 
ofiaction. 

Thereafter, Gov. Gen. Folgueras, who 
was called upon and somewhat reproach- 
ingly pushed by Ayuntamiento (City of 
Council) ofintramuros to institute proper 
legal proceedings to bring justice to the 
victims of the massacre, pefunctorily ap¬ 
pointed a commission headed by a rank¬ 
ing member of his staff to conduct a more 
thorough investigation and submit aformal 
report on the horrible incident. 

Significantly, the two days ofi dreadful 
shocking incidents of October 1820 had 


deep, far-reaching economic and political 
undercurrents. This was candidly disclosed 
by American businessman Peter Dobell, 
then acting as Russian consul in Manila, 
in an incriminating letter (preserved in 
the New York City Public Library) writ¬ 
ten from the city of Macao, South China 
on Nov. 28, 1820 and addressed to his 
superiors in London and Moscow. 

He had departed from Manila that 
fuly and left behind to look after his office 
in Binondo his 23-year-old nephew who 
daringly escaped the October massacre. 

Dobell, who could have been less lucky 
had he been in Manila at the time, gave 
this revealing account: 

"I arrived with my wife and daughter 
at Manila last March and was received 
with great apparent attention, polite¬ 
ness and hospitality. After living there a 
couple of months, however, I perceived 


that there existed a vast 
deal ofjealousy and envy, 
against all strangers, and 
particularly those who 
resided or intended to 
form establishments in 
the country. 

"Those ignorant peo¬ 
ple (the Spaniards) could 
not divest themselves of 
this feeling, even toward 
those whose capital, tal¬ 
ent and industry were 
directed to the most 
laudable pursuits and 
promised to produce great 
public as well as private 
advantages to the colony. 

"At this crisis, several 
French ships were in the 
port, one or two Ameri¬ 
cans and an English ship 
from Bengal. In the French 
ships had arrived a natu¬ 
ralist sent out by the [French] government 
to make collections, and some persons 
who intended to remain in the Philippines 
to cultivate sugar, cotton and other crops. 

"This envious disposition on the part of 
the Spaniards increased daily against the 
strangers until an opportunity presented 
itself of gratifying their malignant hatred 
in the most cruel and bloody manner and 
without themselves appearing to have 
anything to do in the business. 

"It is necessary first to tell you, that the 
new Constitution [the Cadiz Constitution 
of 1812 repromulgated by Spanish King 
Ferdinand VII] had been received during the 
prevalence of this feeling, giving extensive 
privileges and liberal encouragement to 
foreigners who think it proper to settle in 
the Philippines and rendering the natives 
as free and equal, in rights, as their former 
masters. 


Its premier recognition program 
recognizes the achievements of some 
of the best brands in the world. 

Some of the world’s largest and 
best-known brands recognized 
are Apple (US), British Airways 
(UK), Louis Vuitton (France), and 
Mercedez-Benz (Germany). 

Pinoy boaters net 
3 golds in Russian 
dragon boat finals 

Frigid conditions at the 
Krylatskoe Olympic racing course 
in Moscow, Russia did not stop the 
Philippines from winning three 
gold, one silver, two bronze medals 
at the IGF Dragon Boat World 
Ghampionships last September. 

The Filipino paddlers beat the 
Russians in 50.8 seconds to rule the 
lO-seater mixed junior 200-meter 
event and repeated its feat over the 
host country in the 20-seater senior 
mixed 200m in 43.6 seconds. 


"These certainly made them [indios] a 
little unruly, but if not secretly instigated, it 
would never have induced them to commit a 
crime that makes humanity shudder. 

"The ship from Bengal was the Merope 
Captain Nichols and it was supposed she 
had brought into the colony the epidemic 
that had ravaged all India this year under 
the name of the Cholera morbus. It made 
its appearance in the beginning of October 
last, carrying off great numbers of the indios 
every day. 

"The humane French and other strang¬ 
ers who beheld these miserable wretches 
dying around them without any medical aid, 
freely administered what medicine they 
had, and were actively and daily employed 
in endeavoring to alleviate the distress and 
cure the complaints of all those who lived 
within the sphere of their exertions. 

"This also became a cause ofjealousy 
and hatred and the villains began immedi¬ 
ately to exasperate the indios by saying: 
this poisonous disease was introduced by 
the French and the other strangers, they 
have poisoned even the waters and they 
administer poison to the sick, purposely to 
exterminate the whole race of Tagalians. 

"The ferocious indios wanted nothing 
further to excite them to deeds of blood 
and plunder. On the 9th of October, about 
10 a.m. and 11 a.m., they collected to the 
number of about 3,000 men armed with 
pikes, knives and bludgeons and proceeded 
coolly and deliberately to plunder and mas¬ 
sacre all the strangers on whom they could 
lay their hands! 

GEMS,/). 10 
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Wenzhou preserves its wooden 
movable-type printing tradition 



The ancient Chinese invention of movable-type printing is 
alive and well in the village of Dongyuan, Wenzhou. 


Wang Chaohui, 60, inherited the traditional 
trade from his grandfather. In Dongyuan, there 
are around 20 technicians like Wang. 

Thanks to the strong culture and large demand 
for genealogy records, this technique has been 
successfully handed down from one generation 
to the next. 

One-centimeter pale yellow wooden cubes are 
arrayed in a jet-black rectangular frame. A reversed 
Chinese character is sculpted on each cube. Once 
the matrices are smeared with ink, a high-quality 
Chinese art paper is placed on top of them. 

The paper is then brushed and smoothed until 
the ink marks appear with vertical, traditional 


Chinese characters. The pages are assembled 
and bound to produce a book. 

Southern Zhejiang and northern Fujian 
provinces used to be migrating societies. 
The nomadic lifestyle, as well as traveling in 
groups, infused the people with a strong sense 
of clan. Genealogy, therefore, is an important 
concept in Wenzhou. 

Over the past decades, Wang has sculpted 
over 10,000 wooden movable-type cubes 
every year, using nearly 100 engraving knives 
and over 7,000 sheets of art paper. 

Wang explained that geneaology records 
generally consist of four or five volumes. They 
are revised and updated every 20 to 30 years, or as 
frequently as every 10 years in some areas. 

In terms of cost and operating efficiency, 
wooden movable-type printing is the best choice 
for these records. 

The only person who could “inherit” the 
technique from Wang is his 32-year-old son,Wang 
Jianxin. So far, however, Wang Jianxin has 
not demonstrated any special skill at the core 
technique of sculpting. 

Of the 20 technicians in Dongyuan who are 
able to work on genealogy revision, not a singL 
one is below 50 years of age. 


World competition of Chinese cuisine in the Netherlands 


Some of the world’s finest 
chefs cooked up a storm in the 
Eighth World Championship of 
Chinese Cuisine in Rotterdam, 
Holland last month. 

The Chinese Culinary World 
Trophy was won by the Chinese 
chefs team from Shanghai. 

The Dutch team that 
won the second prize is the 


Association of New Eastern 
Cuisine. 

It is the first time the Chinese 
cooking competition, held 
every four years since 1992, was 
held outside of Asia. 

Eorty-eight Chinese chef 
teams with more than 240 
chefs from China, the United 
States, Holland, Belgium, 


South Korea and others came 
together, showed their cook¬ 
ing skills and competed in the 
areas of innovation, taste and 
presentation. 

The competition ruled that 
participants should make eight 
dishes, including a cold dish, 
a main course, desserts, and 
pastries, within 150 minutes. 


Autumn in Longmen. Longmen (D D )> a small town located in southwest Hangzhou, is 
full of ancestral shrines, halls, pagodas, camphor trees, and footbridges from the Qing and 
Ming dynasties. The town is also home to the largest settlement of Sun Quan’s (D D 182- 
252) descendants, who ruled the state of Eastern Wu during the Three Kingdoms Period. 



This 1,800-year-old Han Dynasty 
ceramic horse is under repair at 
Sanxingdui Museum. It has an 
uncanny resemblance to Donkey 
in Dreamworld’s “Shrek.” 


Ancient ceramic 
Shrek's Donkey 
goesvirai 

A photographed ancient ceramic horse has gone 
viral as its facial appearance resembles the Donkey 
in the animated film, “Shrek,” the Chengdu Business 
Daily reports. 

The ceramic horse was excavated in 2013 in 
Chengdu’s Shuangliu District, in Sichuan province. 

While undergoing repair in Sanxingdui Museum 
in Sichuan province, staff joked that the ceramic 
horse was “poisoned” with its mouth open, tongue 
out and head tilted on one side. Photos posted 
online of the “poisoned” horse soon won netizens’ 
hearts as the exaggerated facial expression resembled 
Donkey, a popular character in “Shrek.” 

The horse was excavated in a tomb of Han Dy¬ 
nasty (206 B.C.-220 A.D.) dating back 1,800 years, 
together with over 100 items including earthenware 
and bronze vessels, said Li Guo, an official with the 
cultural heritage authority in Chengdu. 

He said that the earthware uncovered in the 
tomb are of great historical value as they indicated 
the society’s aesthetic culture and economic level 
at that time. 

Li added that a cultural heritage exhibit of 
Shuangliu is scheduled to open soon and the ceramic 
horse will be on display. 



provides early evidence of Chinese 
use of Arabic numerals. The num¬ 
bers arranged in each of the six 
rows, six columns and secondary 
diagonals add up to the same sum. 

A section also emphasizes reli¬ 
gious inclusiveness, showing how 
Buddhism, Daoism, Islam and 
Christianity thrived during the 
Yuan Dynasty. 


How Beijing became the capital 


An ongoing exhibit at the city’s 
Capital Museum traces the process 
by which Beijing became the na¬ 
tional capital. 

“The Capital Cities of the Yuan 
Dynasty,” which runs until Decem¬ 
ber, displays 160 sets of relics from 
the Capital Museum and 14 other 
museums and research institutions 
across northern China. 

It marks the 740th anniversary 
of construction of Khanbaliq, the 
predecessor of today’s Beijing, also 
known as Dadu (0 [] meaning “the 
great capital”). 


It was one of the capitals of the 
Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368), which 
the Mongol ruler Kublai Khan 
rebuilt from 1279 to 1293. 

Because of their nomadic life¬ 
style, Yuan rulers established two 
capitals. The other is Xanadu or 
Shangdu (the upper capital) in what 
is today’s Inner Mongolia autono¬ 
mous region's Xilin Gol League. 

Exhibit curator Tan Xiaoling said 
emperors would head to Xanadu 
in March or April for the summer 
and returned to Beijing in August 
or September. 


The dynasty had planned to 
build a third capital, Zhongdu (the 
middle capital), in today's Zhangbei 
county, Hebei province. But the 
construction was suspended. 

The exhibit also displays por¬ 
celain, textiles, gold artifacts, con¬ 
struction materials and _ 

figurines. 

Many items have 
never been exhibited 
publicly. Pieces include 
a pottery figure of a 
dancing man - the only 
one of its kind from the 


period that has been discovered. 

A ceramic pillow with depictions 
of an opera stage, and a porcelain 
bowl adorned with lotus and tor¬ 
toise patterns demonstrate the era’s 
excellent craftsmanship. 

A “magic square” from Zhongdu 
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BEYOND CONFLICT: 


THE FUTURE 
OF PHLCHINA 
RELATIONS 

By Rommel C. Banlaoi 



T here is no doubt that the South China Sea conflict is a major factor that defines the current 
state and future direction of Philippines-China relations. 

But Philippines-China relations are wide-ranging and far-reaching. Beyond the South 
China Sea conflict are many other areas where the Philippines and China can cooperate rather 
than compete. 

These areas were the focus of the bilateral symposium and dialogue held on July 30 at Edsa Shangri-la 
Hotel. 

Entitled “Beyond Conflict: The Future of Philippines-China Relations,” the main purpose of the 
symposium was to discuss other aspects of Philippines-China relations beyond the South China Sea 
conflict. The Center for Philippine Studies and Institute of Southeast Asian Studies of Jinan University 
in Guangzhou organized this academic event in cooperation with the Philippine Association for Chinese 
Studies, Philippines-China Friendship Club and the Philippine Institute for Peace, Violence and Terrorism 
Research. 



Hearing on Jurisdiction 
and Admissibility in 
session, July 2015, 
Peace Palace, The 
Hague. Philippine 
Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs, Albert F. Del 
Rosario (center) 
addressing the 
Arbitral Tribunal. 
China’s table (right) is 
empty as they have 
declined to participate 
in the proceedings. 
PHOTO FROM THE 
PERMANENT COURT 
OF ARBITRATION 


The symposium, composed of four 
panels, grappled with the various facets of 
Philippines-China relations ignored by local 
and international media at the height of the 
arbitration case filed by the Philippines against 
China filed in January 2013. It was held 
just two weeks after the Permanent Court of 
Arbitration announced its verdict on July 12 
in favor of the Philippines. 

Understanding Sino-PH relations 

This panel of four speakers and a discussant, 
moderated by Daisy See of Ateneo de Manila 
University, presented the broader overview of 
Philippines-China relations. 

The first speaker, Chito Sta. Romana, 
PACS president, talked about the prospects 
and challenges in Philippines-China relations, 
particularly in the post-arbitration period. 
He argued that while China rejected the 
result of the international arbitration, there 
are prospects for cooperation between the 
Philippines and China because of Beijing’s 
position in promoting joint development in the 
South China Sea to achieve a win-win solution 
to the maritime conflict. 

The second speaker. Dr. Dai Fan of Jinan 
University, described the Philippine foreign 
and security policies and its implications for 
Philippines-China relations. He highlighted 
the golden age of Philippines-China relations 
under former president Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyo and the deterioration of bilateral ties 
under former president Benigno Aquino III. 
He took note of positive signals from President 
Duterte who could usher in a new era in 
Philippines-China relations. 

The third speaker. Dr. Ellen Palanca of 
the Ateneo de Manila University, discussed 
the economic context of Philippines-China 
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relations. She stressed that with the exception 
of development assistance, the two countries’ 
economic ties (trade, investment, tourism) 
were affected more by economic factors than 
political factors like the South China Sea 
dispute. 

The fourth speaker. Dr. Jay Batungbacal of 
the University of the Philippines College of 
Law, discussed the post-arbitration challenges 
in Philippines-China relations. He argued that 
the result of the international arbitration could 
affect the relations between the two countries, 
particularly on fishing activities and energy 
development in the South China Sea. 

Retired general Victor Corpuz, the 
discussant, proposed a win-win solution to 
the South China Sea dispute by encouraging 
direct bilateral talks with China. 

Prospects for bilateral cooperation 

This panel’s four speakers and two 
discussants, moderated by Prof Charithie 
Joaquin of the National Defense College 
of the Philippines, identified areas where 
the Philippines and China can cooperate 
constructively and productively for mutual 
benefit. 

The first speaker. Dr. Lu Jianren of Guangxi 
University of Nationalities, explained China’s 
One Belt-One Road initiative and the 
opportunities it could bring to promote 
closer Philippines-China economic ties. He 
expressed hopes that President Duterte will 
take advantage of these opportunities to 
improve Philippines-China relations. 

The second speaker. Dr. Gilberto Llanto 
of the Philippine Institute for Development 
Studies, introduced prospects for investment 
and infrastructure cooperation between the 
Philippines and China. He said the China-led 


Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank could 
provide the Philippines financing options for 
infrastructure requirements. 

This writer was the third speaker. I stressed 
that countering terrorism initiatives could 
encourage Philippines-China cooperation. 

Both China and the Philippines suffer 
from terrorist attacks emanating from violent 
extremist groups. China experiences terrorist 
problems in Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous 
Region while the Philippines faces terrorist 
threats in the Autonomous Region in Muslim 
Mindanao. 

Both countries can share their experiences 
in countering terrorism and promote bilateral 
cooperation to combat terrorist threats. 

The fourth speaker, Lucio Pitlo III of De 
La Salle University, discussed China-ASEAN 
maritime connectivity through the China-led 
Maritime Silk Road Initiative. 

He expressed disappointment that the 
Philippines’ role in the MSRI was not yet 
clarified and maximized. But he stressed that 
MSRI was one area where the Philippines and 
China could promote economic cooperation. 

Prof Bobby Tuazon of the Center for People 
Empowerment and Governance served as 
one of the discussants. He lamented the pro- 
American position of former president Aquino. 
But he is seeing signs of improvements in 
Philippines-China relations under President 
Duterte. 

Another discussant was Wilson Lee Flores, 
a columnist from The Philippine Star. He 
shared the perspectives of Prof Tuazon and 
emphasized the need to repair relations with 
China to advance Philippine national interests. 
He expressed hope that President Duterte 
could do this. 


China-Philippines 
conflict management 

This panel had four speakers 
and one discussant and was 
moderated by Dr. Joefe Santarita 
of U.P. Asian Center. It looked at 
how different players dealt with 
or failed to effectively address the 
tensions. 

The first speaker. Dr. Aaron 
Rabena of the PCFC, explained 
that tensions were greatly 
influenced by strategic perceptions 
and misperceptions leading to 
mutual accusations and name¬ 
calling. He strongly recommended 
altering the confrontational and 
mutually distrustful mindset to 
manage tensions and improve 
bilateral ties. 

Dr. Ju Hailong’s (of Jinan 
University) paper, “Orientation of 
the Philippines’ New Government 
on South China Sea Policy and 
Outlook Towards Prospects of 
Sino-RP Relations,” was presented on his 
behalf by Dr. Dai Fan. The author said the 
future direction of Philippines-China relations 
would largely depend on the future decisions 
of President Duterte. 

The third speaker. Dr. Aileen Baviera of 
the U.P. Asian Center, shared this perspective. 
She, however, stressed that the strategic choices 
of President Duterte would depend on the 
realities of major power politics and regional 
security dynamics. 

Dean Melito Salazar Jr. of Centro Escolar 
University focused his presentation on media’s 
role in conflict resolution. 

He cited the media’s strong influence in its 
ability to inform, educate and even entertain 
societies. 

Media could also change perceptions that 
could contribute to the peaceful management 
of Philippines-China territorial and maritime 
conflicts in the South China Sea. 

In her discussion. Dr. Clarita Carlos of the 
UP Political Science Department agreed with 
the presentation of Rabena and Salazar. She 
also commended Dr. Baviera for analyzing the 
issue in its proper strategic contexts. 

But she emphasized the value of functional 
cooperation to promote Philippines-China 
relations and the resolution of their conflicts 
in the South China Sea. 

PH-China cultural exchange 
and interactions 

The last panel, moderated by Dr. Tina 
Clemente of the U.P. Asian Center, had four 
speakers and one discussant, all of whom are 
younger than the previous panelists. 

The first speaker. Dr. You Hong Bo of Sun Yat 
Sen University in Guangzhou, discussed media 
diplomacy and Philippines-China relations. 



He described how media from both 
countries reported the situation in the South 
China Sea and how these adversely affected 
bilateral ties. He called for more accurate 
reporting to help ease tensions and improve 
ties. 

The second speaker, Meah Ang See of Kaisa 
Para Sa Kaunlaran and De La Sale University, 
discussed the identity formation and changes 
that have happened in theTsinoy community. 

She presented the results of a survey that 
indicated that majority of the Tsinoys stand 
by the Philippines in the maritime disputes 
between China and the Philippines. 

She stressed that through long years 
of socio-cultural evolution, the Tsinoys’ 
new norms and forms of cultural heritage 
eventually became an accepted component of 
Philippine national culture. Thus, the Tsinoy 
community could become an effective bridge 
in Philippines-China relations. 

The third speaker. Ivy Ganadillo of the 
UP Asian Center, talked about new Chinese 
migrants in the midst of the South China Sea 
conflict. She stressed that Philippines-China 
relations did not evolve only in the South 
China Sea, that people-to-people contacts and 
economic relations formed large portions of 
their bilateral ties. 

She discussed the nature of old and new 
Chinese migrants in the Philippines and that 
new Chinese migrants in the country could 
offer many opportunities for the improvement 
and strengthening of Philippines-China 
relations. 

Austin Ong, founding president of PCFC, 
shared about the positive role of Filipino 
students in China in the promotion of friendly 
relations between the two countries. He 
contended that Filipino students in China did 
not only strengthen people-to-people contacts 
but also facilitated mutual understanding 
between the two countries. 

Dr. Liang Guanghan of the Confucius 
Institute, the discussant of this panel, lamented 
that the South China Sea dispute severely 
affected the political relations between the 
Philippines and China. But she highlighted 
many achievements in the area of cultural 
relations that should be strengthened to 
improve the countries’ overall bilateral ties. 

Chito Sta. Romana provided the general 
synthesis of the symposium. He commended 
the quality of all the presentations and 
audience response. 

He reaffirmed the symposium’s theme: that 
beyond the South China Sea conflict, there are 
many areas where the Philippines and China 
can cooperate for mutual benefits. ^ 

The author teaches at the Department 
of International Studies at Miriam College. 
He currently vice president of the PACS and 
chairman of the Philippine Institute for Peace, 
Violence and Terrorism Research. 
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"I have no time to give you the details 
of this shocking business, but you will 
certainly read them in the gazettes as I 
have sent both to England and Russia very 
full accounts for publication. 

"Suffice it now to say that the governor 
general and the authorities were vainly 
implored for assistance. They came, it is 
true, with the troops, but it was only to 
behold with sangfroid the horrid spectacle. 

"Not a musket was fired to save the 
lives of those unfortunate and defenseless 
strangers, who, to the number of 39 were 
plundered and cruelly massacred; some of 
them were so cut up and mangled, it was 
impossible to recognize them. 

"As most of them were not Roman 
Catholics, they were all collected and 
thrown into a hole together without the 
shadow of a ceremony or a stone to mark 
their graves! What is worse, the last 
accounts from there, down to the 9th of 
November, mentioned that not a Spanish 
life was lost, nor has a single native as yet 


suffered punishment for this most atrocious 
and horrible deed. 

"My house was attacked and pillaged, 
my nephew and Mr. Prince of Boston, who 
live with him, made prisoners, and after be¬ 
ing near two days in the hands of the indios, 
suffering the most abominable treatments, 
they luckily escaped death. 

"Eighty-five Chinese and 11 English sea¬ 
men were also plundered and assassinated. 
...But what will give the death blow to the 
prosperity of the Philippines is the late 
horrible massacre. All those Erench and 
other foreigners, who were anxious to have 
established themselves in commerce or on 
estates in the country, are now frightened 
off and certainly no one will find himself 
confident enough to trust a government, 
which could permit such a massacre to take 
place, immediately under its eyes, when it 
had 5,000 men in arms, ready at a minute's 
notice to disperse the mob." 

On Oct. 20,1820, Gov. Gen. Folgueras 
issued a decree that harshly castigated “the 
indios of the Philippine Islands and espe¬ 
cially those of the district ofTondo” who. 
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“led astray and infuriated by 
certain malicious persons” 
gave vent to “general frenzy 
to commit grave acts that 
violated the laws of civilized 
nations. ” 

The decree ridiculed as 
foolish and absurd the indio 
notion that the foreigners of 
Manila poisoned the waters 
of Pasig River which, it said, 

“even the mountain Negritos, 
or the Moros ofjolo and Min¬ 
danao would be ashamed to 
entertain. ” 

Patronizingly, it re¬ 
minded the indios that the 
people they had plundered 
and killed were not only 
friends and brothers but were 
the very persons on whose enterprise the 
prosperity of the colony depended because 
they provided the market for the products 
of the country. 

Gov. Gen. Folgueras made public the 
report of the commission he appointed 
on Oct. 13, which concentrated 
its investigation on determining 
the culpability of the foreigners 
accused of poisoning the water of 
Pasig River. 

The report concluded that the 
above-mentioned specimens could 
“serve no other object than to enrich 
the cabinets of natural history, ” and 
that all the other items presented as 
evidence could not in any conceiv¬ 
able way be used to harm human 
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In closing, the report lamented 
the fact that the ridiculous indio 
notion — that the cholera epidemic 
was caused by the poisoning of the 
waters of the Pasig River by the Eu¬ 
ropeans ofBinondo - was accepted 
by so many people who knew better 
than to believe such a bizarre tale: 

But it is certain that they did, 
and, among them, many of the 
clergy; and with this the delusion 
attained such power that it has 
caused the very scandalous deeds 
which all good persons lament; for 


“La Gironiere saves the life of Captain Drouant,” an illustration 
from the book, Twenty Years in the Philippines (1819-1839) by 
Paul de la Gironiere. [http://www.filipiknow.net/horrifying-facts- 
philippine-history/] 


it is certain that there is no better way of 
propagating an error than for persons of 
authority to adopt it. 

There is no doubt, it appears, that this 
foolish idea of poisoning had its origin in 
the ignorance of the indios; but there is as 
little doubt that malicious persons, impos¬ 
ing upon this folly and lack of knowledge 
in the indios, incited them to perpetrate the 
assassinations and robberies of the disastrous 
days, Oct. 9 and 10. 

The report made no mention, as it 
disapproved the accusation against the 
foreigners ofBinondo of poisoning the river, 
that it was apparently one of the ships from 
Bengal docked at Pasig River that brought 
the plague that had ravaged India early 
that year. 

Gov. Gen. Folgueras, in his decree, ex¬ 
horted the indios: to repent for the murder¬ 
ous acts they committed, to denounce to the 
authorities the instigators of the massacres, 
to surrender the perpetrators of the killings 
andplunder and to restore to the aggrieved 
foreigners their stolen properties. 

His call was especially addressed to those 
indios ofTondo who had taken part in the 
massacre, as he described Binondo as “the 
theater of the most horrible tragedy and has 
covered itself with blood and ignominy. ” 

But after issuing the decree and making 
public expressions of righteous indignation. 
Gov. Gen. Folgueras took no further action 
and, from all indications, had 
considered the matter closed. 
Thus, Peter Dobell, writing 
more than a month after the 
incident, disgustedly reported: 

"I must close my letter by 
informing you that the captain 
general has refused all the 
applications for indemnifica¬ 
tion for those who have been 
plundered; so that as yet, 
neither the punishment due 
to the assassins has been 
inflicted nor redress made to 
the unfortunate people who 
were robbed." 


The case of the hor¬ 
rible massacres of Oct. 9 
and 10, 1820 was swept 
under the rug and soon 
conveniently forgotten 
by the Spanish colonial 
authorities. 

Who provoked the 
massacres? The instiga¬ 
tors could be identified 
by the motive and meth¬ 
ods used. Who among 
the feuding sectors of the 
multiracial society could 
benefit from instigating 
such a murderous act? 

To the innocent vic¬ 
tims of the massacres 
and to the poor indios 
who had been misled 
and manipulated, the whole scenario 
became self-evident after the incident and 
after the fact-finding team of Gov. Gen. 
Folgueras presented a “whitewashed” and 
deflected report. 

The motive was clearly to strike a 
fatal blow on the flourishing European 
expatriates and the Ghinese merchants of 
Binondo who, particularly in the last two 
decades, had competitively dislodged the 
Spanish merchants in the overall control 
of the economic life of the colony. 

The preponderance of circumstantial 
data incriminatingly point to a direct in¬ 
volvement of the rulingpeninsular elite of 
Intramuros in spreading the nasty rumor 
that incited the indios and in tolerating 
and doing nothing to stop the two-day 
rampage - even as Gov. Gen. Folgueras 
and his fact-finding team performed a 
good job in “whitewashing” and deflecting 
the issues from themselves. 

The Binondo and Santa Gruz 
merchants, who had acquired enormous 
wealth and dominated both the external 
and domestic trade of the country 
because of their business acumen and 
resourcefulness, had become the object 
of envy and hatred of the Spanish ruling 
peninsulars. 

The Spaniards felt that they were 
being deprived of what was their righful 
privilege as proprietary beneficiaries of 
the trade and industry of the islands: 
the foreign merchants had gone too far 
in beating them in their own turf to 
the point of seriously threatening their 
personal fortunes. 

From the above account, we see 
how the envy, distrust, and hatred of 
the Spaniards against their competi¬ 
tors who threatened their personal 
fortunes - foreigners, including 
the Chinese - had led to this most 
unfortunate incident. In times of 
economic crisis, we still see people 
who become convenient scapegoats 
for the failures of administrators. 
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D O you know which vaccines you 
need? Even for us doctors, it’s 
not that easy. I did some research 
to come up with the following 
list of vaccines for adults. I have enumerated 
who needs to get it, at what age they need 
it, and what are the expected benefits. Most 
of the recommendations are gathered from 
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

To illustrate the concept and importance of 
vaccination, let me give an analogy in sports. 

Boxers need to practice with sparring 
partners before going into a big fight because 
they want to be ready when the real opponent 
comes. Similarly, vaccines are given to people 
because they contain a weakened or killed 
form of a disease. 

Since the infectious substance inside the 
vaccine is weak, the body can easily overcome 
it, and at the same time stimulate the immune 
system to produce certain antibodies against 
the disease. Therefore, when the real disease 
comes, your body “remembers” having fought 
a similar battle before and can now easily beat 
the invader. 

So, what happens if a person didn’t get 
vaccinated? Without the vaccine, he is prone 
to get the disease and may succumb to its 
complications. 

Here is the list of vaccines recommended 
for adults: 

1. Flu or influenza vaccine. Influenza, 
or more commonly known as flu (tmngkaso 
in Filipino), is a viral disease that causes 
symptoms of fever, body weakness and muscle 
aches. Yearly, flu vaccination can be given to 
all adults but it’s more beneficial for those 50 
years old and above; younger than 50 but with 
medical conditions like high blood pressure, 
diabetes and emphysema; and health workers. 

In the Philippines, the best time to get the 
vaccine is between February to June so you 
can be protected when the rainy or flu season 
comes. Who should not get it: those who have 
an allergy to eggs or to a previous flu vaccine 
and if a person is currently sick. 

2. Pneumococcal vaccine. Pneumonia is a 


Health Monitor 

By Dr. Willie T. Ong 


serious infection of the lungs, and a common 
cause of death for the elderly. Patients with 
high blood pressure, diabetes and asthma are 
prone to develop pneumonia. 

The pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccine 
is recommended for persons age 65 and older. 
Those younger than 65, cigarette smokers, 
or have chronic illness like heart disease, 
diabetes, liver disease and asthma may also 
receive the vaccine. 

It is usually given once but may be repeated 
after five years for certain individuals. Ask 
your doctor. Who should not get it: those 
with an allergy to the vaccine or if currently 
sick. 

3. Hepatitis B vaccine. This vaccine is the 
world’s first vaccine against cancer. Hepatitis 
B can cause hardening of the liver, liver failure 
and liver cancer. The disease is caused by the 
hepatitis B virus and can be passed on to 
others through bodily fluids (through blood 
transfusion and sex), from mother to child, 
and the use of intravenous drugs. 

In the Philippines, 11 percent to 16 percent 
of adult population are positive for hepatitis 
B. To find out if you need the hepatitis B 
vaccine, check your Hepatitis Profile blood 
test first. Then your doctor will know if you 
need to get vaccinated or not. Hepatitis B 
shots are given three times, within a period of 
six months. Who should not get it: Those who 
have an allergy to baker’s yeast or a previous 
dose of the vaccine. 

4. Tetanus vaccine. Tetanus is a deadly 
disease that paralyzes the muscles, and can 
lead to lockjaw and death. A person can get 
tetanus if they have an open wound that gets 
contaminated with the tetanus bacteria. If 
you didn’t have any tetanus shots as a child, 
then you need to get vaccinated three times 
within a 12-month period. If you have had 
previous tetanus shots, you should still get a 
booster shot every 10 years. 


As a first-aid and to prevent tetanus, clean 
wounds immediately with running water or 
povidone iodine. 

5. Herpes zoster (shingles) vaccine. 
Herpes zoster or shingles is a viral disease 
that causes painful skin blisters to appear in a 
limited area of the body. Some cases may lead 
to long-term nerve pain, facial paralysis and 
eye complications. Hence, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention recommends 
getting one dose of the vaccine if you are 60 
years and older. 

This vaccine may help protect you from 
getting herpes zoster and its complications. 
Who should not get it: pregnant women, 
those who have allergy to gelatin or the 
antibiotic neomycin, and those with a 
weakened immune system. 

6. HPV vaccine. The human papilloma 
virus vaccine helps prevent genital warts 
and can reduce the transmission of certain 
viruses that may lead to cervical cancer in 
women. The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention recommends giving the vaccine 
for women starting at the age of 11 or 12 
years and up to 26 years. 


Three doses of the HPV vaccine are 
usually given in a span of six months. In 
some countries, males between the age of 
11 or 12 years and up to 26 years are also 
given the vaccine (specifically the HPV4 
vaccine) to reduce the chances of getting 
genital warts. 

For more details about this vaccine, 
consult your doctor. Who should not get it: 
those who have allergy to yeast or latex, or 
allergy to a previous injection of the vaccine; 
pregnant women; and if currently sick. 

Aside from the ones listed above, there 
are other vaccines that may be given in 
special cases. Locally, we can consider 
getting the hepatitis A vaccine. Hepatitis 
A is a common liver infection caused by 
eating contaminated food. Two doses of the 
vaccine are given. 

Finally, for those persons who didn’t 
complete their childhood immunizations 
(maybe their parents didn’t bring them 
regularly to the doctor), kindly consult a 
doctor to see what catch-up vaccines you 
may need. 
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Zhou Yu welcomes Jiang Gan in his camp on the other side of the Yangtze River. 


The Romance of the Three Kingdoms 

The battle at 
the Red Cliff 

Third of six parts 


A fter returning to his camp, Cao Cao blamed Cai Mao and Zhang Yun for the defeat. 

Cai Mao explained, “The soldiers from Jingzhou City have not been well-trained and 
the soldiers from north China have no experience on the water. Now we must defend our 
camp and train the soldiers from north China together with the soldiers from Jingzhou 
City. When they all become good at naval battles, we can renew our attack on the enemy.” 

Cao Cao then appointed Cai Mao and Zhang Yun to take charge of the training of his navy. 
Both forces had halted at Chibi (Red Cliff) on the Yangtze River. For more than a month, they 
faced each other across the river. Cao Cao became increasingly anxious and called his civil and army 
officials together. 

His adviser, Jiang Gan, said, “I was once Zhou Yu’s schoolmate. I want to go to Wu Kingdom and 
try to persuade Zhou Yu to change his mind. I am sure I can convince Zhou Yu to surrender to us.” 
Cao Cao asked Jiang Gan how many people he needed for the trip and if he needed to bring gifts. 
Jiang Gan said, “I need a small boat, nothing else.” 

Cao Cao agreed to let Jiang Gan go to the enemy camp by himself The next day, Jiang Gan and 
a page crossed the Yangtze River in a small boat and arrived at Zhou Yu’s camp. Jiang Gan asked 
the guards to announce his arrival to Zhou Yu. 

When Zhou Yu heard about Jiang Gan’s arrival, he was in his tent talking with his generals. 
Zhou Yu suspected the purpose of Jiang Gan’s visit and quickly devised a way to use Jiang Gan to 
trick Cao Cao. He left his tent with 100 servants and guards and went to greet Jiang Gan. 
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Upon his order, Cao Cao’s two generals - Cai Mao and 
Zhang Yun - were arrested and killed. 
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Zhou Yu said to Jiang Gan with a smile, 
“You must be very tired since you have 
traveled such a long distance to cross the river. 
I think you must be an envoy for Cao Cao.” 

Jiang Gan was seized with terror but then 
calmed down and explained, “Since I have not 
seen you for a long time, I am now paying a 
special visit to you. How could you suspect 
me of working for Gao Gao?” 

Zhou Yu said, “I am not a fool.” 

Jiang Gan bowed and said to Zhou Yu, 
“My dear schoolmate, I didn’t expect you to 
treat your old friend like this. So I will say 
goodbye to you now.” 

Taking Jiang Gan’s hand, Zhou Yu said, 
“Don’t be so grim. Since you are not Gao Gao’s 
envoy, why don’t you stay here for a while?” 

Zhou Yu invited Jiang Gan into his tent. 
He hosted Jiang Gan with a big feast and 
introduced him to his officers: “This is my 
former schoolmate, Jiang Gan, who is not 
an envoy for Gao Gao. Today, we will talk 
only of our friendship and say nothing of 
military affairs.” 

Zhou Yu proposed a toast to Jiang Gan and 
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said, “Since I was 
appointed Marshal, 
I have not had any 
wine. Today is a 
reunion of two old 
friends, so let us 
drink to celebrate.” 
He laughed and 
repeatedly toasted 
Jiang Gan and the 
other civil and army 
officials. 

When he was 
almost drunk, 
Zhou Yu led Jiang 
Gan out of the 
tent and around 
the camp. Zhou 
Yu showed Jiang 
Gan his vigorous 
soldiers and stacks 
of fodder, and 
Jiang Gan said 
admiringly, “You 
have fine soldiers 
and more than enough supplies.” 

Zhou Yu replied, “A man must be loyal to 
his leader. Not even strategists like Su Qin 
and Zhang Yi of ancient times could make 
me change my mind.” Then he laughed again, 
making Jiang Gan very nervous. 

Zhou Yu invited Jiang Gan into his tent 
again to continue the feast and said, “Today, 
all the people at the feast are heroes from Wu 
Kingdom, so it is a feast for heroes.” 

Zhou Yu composed a short song and 
performed a sword dance. All the people at 
the feast were very happy. 

When the feast ended at midnight, Zhou 
Yu asked Jiang Gan to sleep in the same tent 
with him. Soon after going to bed, Zhou Yu 
appeared to be sleeping soundly. Jiang Gan 
could not sleep since he was worried about 
his mission. 

Jiang Gan quietly got up and by the light 
of a candle furtively looked through the letter 
on Zhou Yu’s desk. He saw a sealed envelope 
addressed: “From Gai Mao and Zhang Yun.” 
Jiang Gan opened it and read it. It was from 
Gao Gao’s generals, Gai Mao and Zhang Yun, 
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and stated their intention to kill Gao Gao 
and surrender to Wu Kingdom with Gao 
Gao’s head. 

Jiang Gan was stunned. He said to himself, 
“Fortunately, I came across the river and 
discovered this secret; otherwise, Gao Gao 
would have been killed.” 

Just then Zhou Yu turned over in bed and 
said in his sleep, “Jiang Gan, I will show you 
Gao Gao’s head in a couple of days.” 

Jiang Gan hid the letter in his sleeve, blew 
out the candle and returned to bed. 

Lying awake in bed until early morning, 
Jiang Gan was thinking, “Zhou Yu is a clever 
man. If he finds the letter missing, surely he 
will suspect me. I must escape now. I can not 
stay here any longer.” 

He quietly left the tent and woke his child 
servant up, persuaded the guards to let them 
leave the camp, and then got into the boat 
and sailed back across the river. 

It was daytime when Jiang Gan got back 
to Gao Gao’s camp. Gao Gao asked him what 
had happened, and Jiang Gan said, “I am 
sorry but I could not make Zhou Yu change 
his mind.” Gao Gao said coldly, “They must 
be laughing at us now.” 

Jiang Gan said, “Although I didn’t succeed 
in persuading Zhou Yu to surrender to us, 
I found a much more important secret for 
you. Prime Minister. Gould you please ask 
the others to leave?” 

Gao Gao asked the others to leave the 
camp. Jiang Gan took out the letter: “...We 
were forced to surrender to Gao Gao. Now we 
have convinced Gao Gao not to attack until 
his men are better trained. When the time is 
right, we will present Gao Gao’s head to you.” 

Gao Gao was stunned. He called for 


Gai Mao and Zhang Yun immediately and 
ordered them to start the attack on Zhou 
Yu’s forces. 

Gai Mao said, “Our navy is still training. 
We should not attack until the men are well- 
trained.” 

Gao Gao exclaimed, “By the time you 
have trained them, my head will have been 
presented to Zhou Yu!” 

Gai Mao and Zhang Yun were taken aback 
and didn’t know how to answer Gao Gao. 

Gao Gao ordered the guards to arrest the 
two and kill them at once. 

After seeing Gai Mao and Zhang Yun 
killed, the other generals came into the tent 
and demanded that Gao Gao explain why 
they were killed. Gao Gao began to think that 
he had fallen for a plot to sow distrust among 
his officers. Instead of admitting his mistake, 
Gao Gao explained that the two generals had 
been killed because they balked at carrying 
out his orders. Then, Gao Gao appointed 
generals Mao Jie and Yu Jin to be the new 
marshals of his navy. 

Knowing that Gao Gao’s soldiers were not 
used to the rocking and tossing of the waves, 
Mao Jie and Yu Jin suggested connecting 
the warships with iron chains to reduce the 
motion. Gao Gao accepted their suggestion 
and ordered them to go ahead and connect 
the warships. (p 

To be continued 


Source: A Pictorial Series of The Ten Greatest 
Chinese Literature Classics (DDDDDD 
DDDDDD), vol. 8. Hilit Publishing Co. 

Ltd. (DDDDDDDDDDDD )H990. 
Illustrations by Dai Dunbang (DDD), Luo 
Xixian (DDD) and Wang Chonggui (DDD)- 


When wordsfail, use idioms... 


Hokkien style (29) 

By Eleanor Tan 

Hokkien, on the tongues of Tsinoys, has grown and evolved, taking 
on a life of its own. Sometimes words simply fail us. With some 
creativity, Tsinoys have strung together words to form colorful 
phrases that simply hit the bulls eye. Here are some expressions unique to 
Hokkien as favored by Tsinoys. 



DDD 

tua din boot 

big person 

very important person 

D D D D D 

hui tsa ka dip tsao 

to put wood 
horizontally into 
the stove 

someone insisting he 
is correct even if he is 
wrong 

D D D D D 

gu-ah mm pat ho 

calf does not 
recognize the tiger 

one who doesn't 
realize he is in danger 

D D D D D 

tua bin tsP soon 

soon 

big face turning 
pale 

greatly frightened 

D D D D 

neng t'o tsim koot 

soft soil can be dug 
deeper 

take advantage of the 
situation 


000000 
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Tita Grace’s bracelets 


By Yuriko Tsumura 


L ately, IVe become unsentimental about the articles of clothing in 
my closet. If I haven’t worn it in a year, I like to think that I don’t 
really need it taking up space and gathering dust. I didn’t used to 
be this way, but my exploding closet has forced me to re-evaluate 
my hoarder tendencies, especially when other people can clearly benefit from 
the clothes I’m not really using. 

This also went for my accessory stash. I have a rule where I can only have 
one container each for my rings, bracelets and necklaces. If I run out of space 
in any of them, I have to take something out and give it away. I try to be 
ruthless when pruning my collection, but there are a couple of things that 
my sentimentality will not allow me to part with. 

The first is my very beat up American Eagle chain bracelet that I pair with my plain baggy 
top from a dear high school buddy The second would be Tita Grace’s gifts, which mostly 
consist of bracelets made out of a variety of materials from stainless steel to pink crystals. 
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You see, the context behind our relationship 
is that Tita Grace lives in Hong Kong. We don’t 
have the luxury of just bumping into each other by 
coincidence. We literally only see her during special 
occasions such as holidays and trips abroad, time 
especially set aside for the occasion. 

Tita Grace has been our tour guide and chaperon 
in Hong Kong, a fellow traveler in Japan and even 
my roommate one time. We may not spend a lot 
of time together, but we’ve shared plenty of funny 
misadventures. 

One time, we were about to leave Greenbelt 
but couldn't contact our driver. In a panic, we 
approached every security guard in sight, alerted 
customer service, called my mom, only to find out 
that the driver was stuck in traffic and not answering 
the phone. 

Another time in Fukuoka, we had a long game 
of charades with the store clerk just to find my 
misplaced umbrella. 

Somehow, this never happens to me with anyone 
else. It’s an exclusively me-and-Tita-Grace thing. 

This translates to a mixture of joy, at the 
same time happy trepidation, expecting another 


misadventure when I see her. Whatever happens, 
however, I like to think we will surely have a 
memorable time together. 

Tita Grace’s gifts aren’t always trendy and they 
are things that I may not necessarily get for myself 
However, it really doesn’t matter because I know 
that these are chosen with thought and care, 
painstakingly brought over and lovingly presented. 
These are special enough that I would go out of my 
way to wear them. 

When my arms feel bare, I always make it a 
point to wear a Tita Grace bracelet that doubles 
as a reminder of overwhelmingly fond memories. 

One of her most memorable pieces is this 
silver bracelet with roses on the circumference. I 
remember that I got it with a star necklace as a sort 
of birthday present. The occasion it marked was a 
July visit of Tita Grace together with Mei and Bari 
(her kids). 

One of the main objectives of the trip, aside from 
visiting their family here of course, was to get Mei 
a trendy transformation. 

Armed with my new bracelet on our shopping 
day, we kicked off with Mei getting a haircut while 
I got my brows done. We then indulged a 
bit on the mid-year sales followed by some 
lunch. 

It must’ve been particularly special because 
I saved up my own money for the expenses 
of that day. I can still recall that day in full 
detail even if it has been three years past. All 
by looking at one bracelet. 

When I wear a Tita Grace bracelet, I am 
dressed in more than just the physical sense. 
It is a talisman of care and good memories. 
These bracelets are things worthy of being 
kept and passed down. I feel lucky to have 
quite a few, but I feel most lucky to have a 
Tita Grace. (P 
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DON’T LOOK DOWN 

(from p. 16) 

Thankfully, it is not entirely made of glass; 
glass panels each about two meters square are 
set into the middle of the walkway. There is 
thus the safety of the solid sides to walk on 
when acrophobia gets the better of you. 

From the number of people I observed 
walking on the sides and holding on to the 
railings, I wasn’t the only one with a fear of 
heights here. 

Carefully, I stepped on to the first glass 
panel and looked down; there was earth just 
below so I felt safe, and dared to continue. 

Actually, I had little choice because my 
companion merrily egged me on, almost 
dragged me along. By the third panel I could 
hardly look down; the drop was dizzying (re¬ 
member the bridge is anchored on the edge 
of two cliffs). 

I told myself that the bridge has repeat¬ 
edly been proven to be safe. Journalists were 
challenged to try to smash the five-layer glass 
panels with sledge hammers and pick axes. A 
car was even driven through the entire length 
of the bridge, with hardly a wobble or creak. 
People jumped on it. 

So, it should be able to hold up the 500 
or so of us, right? All that reassurance though 
did not change the fact that it is really a 
loooong way down. And there were prob¬ 
ably wild animals among the rocks and lush 
plant growth, so if the fall doesn’t get me the 
animals surely will. 

But I was by this time about a third of the 
way, and my companion just kept pulling 
me to go on, all the while oohing and aahing 
about how beautiful it was. 

Midway through, I was told to lie down 
on the glass to have my picture taken, with 
the valley floor hundreds of meters below as 


background. Slowly I fell to my knees, then 
got on my butt, stretched out my legs and lay 
down. It was all right lying on my back and 
looking up at the clear blue sky, sort of posing 
for a photo, trying not to look as petrified as 
I really was. 

It was a different thing though when I 
rolled over to get up; then I saw that only 
a glass panel separated me from...air, noth¬ 
ing! Dizzying is a word I will use again and 
again in describing this experience, for that 
is what it is. 

But I had to admit there was a frightening 
beauty to all this - the sculpture of rock and 
trees, vines intertwined with lush foliage, all 
cascading down the sheer cliff into the abyss. 
It was late summer so what in other seasons 
is a river was dry, with just rocks and some 
plant growth marking its path. 

Since I was already lying on my stomach I 
decided to take some pictures, unaware that I 
was being photographed taking photos! 

By this time, I was a bit less shaky; I had 
made it halfway. I was ready to turn back, but 
my companion insisted that we had to make 
it to the other side, so we could say that we 
indeed crossed the world’s longest and highest 
glass bridge. 

So on we walked; there were less people 
in this part of the bridge, most of them hav¬ 
ing stopped for photos around the middle. 
I even managed to make an acrobatic jump 
for a photo, and at the other end raised my 
arms in triumph. The cliff at this end was a 
really sheer drop, as if the cliff face was dealt 
a sharp cut with a cleaver. 

Whatever is on the other end of the bridge 
is not yet finished, with steel barriers and a 
guard keeping anyone from going further, so 
we turned to go back. 

This time it was an easy stroll; I figured if I 
made it one way I could surely make it back. 
With a few final photos and a look back at 
what we had done, I took off my shoe pro¬ 
tectors and walked back in to the pavilion, 
back - safely - on terra firma. (p 


Taking photos 
through the 
glass. 


I made it! 
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The Zhangjiajie 


Grand Canyon 


Glass Bridge 


B efore we left for the China (Hunan) Interna¬ 
tional Tourism Festival (Sept. 11-18), there 
was talk of whether we would be able to visit 
the Sky Bridge in Zhangjiajie. 

The world’s longest (430 meters) and highest (300 
meters to the bottom of the valley) pedestrian glass 
bridge opened to the public last Aug. 20 but closed 
after 13 days due to “overwhelming demand.” 

While the bridge can reportedly take 600 people 
at a time and visitors are limited to 8,000 a day, the 
crowds swelled to 80,000 during the trial opening, 
prompting the closure. Authorities opened the bridge 
for the 500-plus delegates of the tourism conference, 
and re-opened to the public mid-September. 

Of course I was excited to see the bridge, but I must 


admit I wasn’t exactly thrilled at the idea of walking across 
it. Just thinking about it made my stomach queasy; thank 
goodness for ginger candy! It didn’t help that the road 
going to the bridge had many twists and turns - as is the 
case, it seems, with most of the mountain roads in Hunan. 

We walked through the as-yet unfinished cavernous 
welcome hall, up escalators, then stairs. Finally, we reached 
an area where they gave us brown cloth shoe protectors 
to put on. Stepping out into the sunshine, there it was 
spread out before us - the majestic Grand Canyon, and 
strung delicately across it, the Sky Bridge, gleaming white 
in the morning sun. 

I took a deep breath and headed towards the bridge. 
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